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The Best 
Christmas 
Pageant 

Ever
by

Barbara Robinson
Nov 28 - Dec 27

2:00 shows: Nov 29, Dec 3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 20, 27
7:30 shows: Nov 28, Dec 3, 4, 10, 11, 12, 

17, 18, 19, 25, 26
Here come the Herdman’s, descending upon the Festi-
val Theatre stage!  In this hilarious Christmas tale, an 
optimistic young mother struggling to put on a church 
Christmas pageant is faced with casting the Herdman 
kids -- probably the most inventively awful kids in his-
tory. You won’t believe the mayhem-- and the fun-- 
when the Herdmans collide with the Christmas story 
head on.  Despite its comedy, the story leads us to one 
of the most touching tributes to the real meaning of 
Christmas you may ever witness. Scott Dixon directs 
our cast, featuring 28 area youth, several local adults 
and a strong core of professional actors: Jamie Hultgren, 
Shawn Boyd and Jaclyn Johnson. Youth cast members 
are Cyrus Aluni, Dio Aluni, Palo DeConcini, Haley 
Dikkers, John Dikkers, Alaina Driscoll, Jenna Driscoll, 
Anja Erickson, Solomon Falls, Beckett Grice, Parker 
Grice, Hannah Hazzard, Kasey Heimstead, Jasper Her-
man, Maggie Kjeer, Will Kjeer, Katie Kopp, Delia La-
batt, Treana Mayer, Olivia Peer, Stephan Rice, Logan 
Roush, Sarah Rude, Emma Schreck, Hunter Teasley, 
Samantha White, Emma Wondra and Nora Wondra.

Remember... A Flex Pass or Festival Theatre Gift Certificate 
makes a great gift for your loved ones! 

Ring of Kerry
Saturday, December 5th, 7:30 pm
A Celtic  Christmas  Concert

They’re back!  After 
three amazing years 
in our St. Patrick’s 
Day concert slot, we 
are going to hear 
Ring of Kerry offer up 
music for a different 
holiday season.  

SOLD OUT!

Special Event

John Gorka in Concert
Saturday, February 27th

Coming to the Festival Theatre stage is highly-acclaimed 
singer-songwriter John Gorka.  From his college days 
playing a Pennsylvania coffee house to touring Europe 
last year, John has traveled an inspiring musical journey. 
With a love for energetic 
acoustic folk music, John has 
become a peer to such names 
as Claudia Schmidt, Bill 
Morrissey, Nanci Griffith, 
Shawn Colvin, and Mary 
Chapin-Carpenter, sharing 
music that is not a trend, not 
a fad, but an expression of 
everyday life. 
Tickets $35. 

Call today for your reservations!
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Save the Date for these 
Upcoming Big Read Events:

“Capture Our Town”
Photojournalism Exhibit

February 27th, 2010 • 2-5 pm
St. Croix National Scenic Riverway 
Visitor Center, St. Croix Falls, WI

• David Rhodes, award-winning Wiscon-
sin novelist in Kick-off Address, 2 pm
• Photojournalism Exhibit Unveiling and 
BIG READ-ception, following kick-off 
address until 5 pm

“Life of the Village”
A Readers Theatre Event
March 14th, 2010 • 2 pm

Festival Theatre, St. Croix Falls ,WI

• Jean Feraca, Wisconsin Public Radio Host of Radio 
Without Borders, will provide the keynote address 
with readings from her award-winning memoir I Hear 
Voices including discussion on the writing of a mem-
oir and her time spent in Peru.
• Dramatized oral histories from the “Your Town, A 
Living History” project will be performed in a Read-
er’s Theatre setting.

“Our Town” by Thornton Wilder
First seen by N.Y. audiences in 1938, Our Town is 
brought to the St. Croix River Valley by Festival The-
atre. A touring production is available to all thirteen 
schools in the three-county Big Read area as well as 
homeschool and public performances at Festival The-
atre. A fantastic community event! Contact Amy Klein 
for information on auditions, theatre arts classroom 
study component or scheduling a touring performance.

Touring Performances: March 15th - 24th
Homeschool Performance at Festival: March 26th

Public Performances at Festival: March 25th - 28th

Much more information is available at 
www.festivaltheatre.org

Beginning Improv
Shawn Boyd, Teaching Artist 

Ages:  16-Adult
Location:  Festival Theatre

Tuesdays, 7-8:30 pm
January 5, 12, 19, 26

Improv isn’t just a skill for acting and performance, 
it’s a skill for anyone that needs to think and speak 
on their feet. This four-session beginner class will 
get you up and using the foundations of improv to 
boost your confidence in front of groups, hone your 
speaking skills, and learning how to create compel-
ling stories on the fly. A word of warning: You’re 
going to make friends during this class. Improv is 
a highly social activity that creates tight bonds in 
no time.

 Fee for four 90 min. sessions:  $50 

Oil Painting Class 
Gloria Adrian, Teaching Artist

Ages 16 to Adult
Tuesday evenings  6 to 8 pm

We will discuss composition, light source, cast shad-
ows, color harmony, cool and warm colors, and posi-
tive and negative space employed by medium of oil 
painting. Each session will feature a different style of 
painting from the turn of century period (1860-1925) 
including Impressionism (Monet and Van Gogh), Art 
Nouveau (Klimt), Fauvism (Matisse), Cubism (Picas-
so), and Expressionism (Munch).

Remaining Sessions: 
    II. November 10 - December 15, 2009

    III. January 5 - February 2, 2010
    IV. February 9 - March 9, 2010
    V. March 16 - April 13, 2010

Fee for one 5-week session:  $75 plus supplies
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Sneak Preview 
2010 Theatre & Music Series

The finishing touches are being put on the 2010 season, how-
ever it is time to let our loyal patrons have a glimpse of the 
great performances to look forward to next year.   Isn’t it fun 
to be among the first to know?!

2010 Theatre Series

What a pleasure it’s been to have such a strong season in 2009 
at Festival Theatre!  In 2010, we will produce five shows 
for the Main Stage and are in the midst of exploring some 
fun performance experiments in partnership with Chateau St. 
Croix.  During the summer of our 20th Anniversary Season, 
we will once again explore a rotating repertory format which 
will allow longer runs of those three shows.

Opening in June and written by Jean Anouilh (adapted by 
Jeffrey Hatcher) is To Fool the Eye.  Originally a World 
War II era comedy entitled “Leocadia,” this is the story of a 
young prince who fell in love with a beautiful opera diva and 
spent three dreamy days with her before she died of a compli-
cated wardrobe malfunction.  The prince cannot seem to get 
over the loss of his love, so his doting (and dotty) aunt, the 
Duchess, recreates for him a fantasyland reflecting the places 
that he and his love visited during their short time together. 
Ultimately, the Duchess realizes that even a realistic setting 
won’t produce the actual girl, so she hires a look-alike shop 
girl to play the part of the deceased opera star.  

In July, we’ll add to the summer rep Red, White & Tuna 
by Jaston Williams, Joe Sears, and Ed Howard.  Tuna is a 
viciously funny excursion into small-town Texas politics, re-
lationships, and heated gossip. Portraying matronly ladies, 
cowboy disc jockeys, hippies, and a dozen other memorable 
characters in the burg of Tuna, Texas, two actors take on the 
raucous fun of playing multiple roles with quick change fun.  
In this third edition of the Greater Tuna series, an impend-
ing high school reunion brings out the best – and more often 
the worst – in the citizens of Tuna. Who will be crowned the 
reunion queen? Nasty spitfire talk among the competitors, 
whose extravagant opinions are based on rumor and suspi-
cion, stirs up comedic moments that get you chuckling be-
fore you realize what’s happened. 

Late in July, To Fool the Eye will begin winding down just 
as we add to the mix the award winning drama Proof by 
David Auburn.  In this story, we meet twenty-five-year-old 
Catherine who sacrificed college to care for her father (once 
a brilliant, much-admired mathematician) and is now left in a 
kind of limbo after his death. Socially awkward and a bit of a 
shut-in, she is gruff with Hal, a former student who shows up 
even before the funeral wanting to root through the countless 
notebooks her father kept in the years of his decline, hop-

ing to find mathematical gold. Then comes Claire, Catherine’s 
cosmopolitan, blandly successful, and pushy sister, with plans 
to sell their father’s house and take Catherine with her back to 
New York.  This Pulitzer Prize (2001) and Tony Award-win-
ning (2001) play crackles with subtle wit while tackling large 
questions.

The autumn will bring two plays to the stage with the likely 
production of Is He Dead in October and A Christmas Carol 
opening in late November to cap off our 20th Anniversary Sea-
son.   A highly entertaining comedy that was written in 1898 
by Mark Twain while living in Vienna, Is He Dead shows its 
author’s superb gift for humor operating at its most energetic. 
The playscript of Is He Dead is based on a manuscript found 
amongst the Mark Twain Papers and adapted for the stage by 
David Ives from 2005 to 2007.  Richly intermingling elements 
of burlesque, farce, and social satire with a wry look at the 
world market in art, Is He Dead centers on a group of poor 
artists in Barbizon, France, who stage the death of a friend to 
drive up the price of his paintings. In order to make this scheme 
succeed, the artists hatch some hilarious plots involving cross-
dressing, a full-scale fake funeral, and lovers’ deceptions.  
 

Our 2010 holiday show -  A Christmas Carol by Charles Dick-
ens was adapted for Festival Theatre by James Walker.  Our 
very own Christmas Carol has not been seen on the Festival 
Theatre stage since 2005 and it will be a lovely conclusion to 
our 20th Anniversary Season!

But, wait – there’s more!  Our children’s theatre productions are 
led by professional actors who mentor area youth in the fine art 
of performance.  Patrons will have two opportunities to enjoy 
and support the development of future talent with the March 
2010 production of Mr. Popper’s Penguins and the September 
2010 production of Forbidden Broadway’s Greatest Hits.  For 
subscribers making their 2010 Flex Pass purchases by Decem-
ber 31st, you will receive two complimentary tickets to either 
show as a special thank you gift from Festival Theatre!

2010 Music Series

Festival’s Music Series continues to grow more popular every 
year.  Many of our concerts sell out and all of our concerts are 
exceptional in the intimacy of an acoustically excellent 1917 
performance space. It’s been great to hear audience members 
express their delight in having their music-listening horizons 
expand through the Music Series.  We’ve all learned the im-
portance of reserving tickets early as Festival continues to offer 
a robust concert series!  While the entire series has yet to be 
booked, we expect to present The Berrymans, Jared & Noni 
Mason, the Sweet Colleens, Brother Mule, Girl Singers of the 
Hit Parade, Butch Thompson, Sidewalk Café, Monroe Cross-
ing, Eliza Gilkyson, Sons of the Voyageur, and Randy Sabien.  
All the details will be posted on the website soon and announced 
in our 2010 Season Brochure coming out in February!




