
Arsenic & Old Lace 
by Joseph Kesselring

October 9 – November 2, 2008 
2:00 Shows:  Oct. 9, 12, 16, 19, 23, 26, 30, Nov. 2

7:30 Shows: Oct. 9, 10, 11, 25, 30, Nov. 1

Sponsored by 
Amery Regional Medical Center

Directed by Tom Johnson

Audiences will be thrilled with Festival Theatre’s partner-
ship production of Arsenic & Old Lace, with the Iowa 
Theatre Artists Company. Bringing a powerful cast of 
familiar favorites to the stage, Arsenic promises to deliver 
humor with unforgettable style.

A clever combination of the farcical and the macabre, 
Arsenic & Old Lace centers on two elderly sisters, 
famous in their 1940’s Brooklyn neighborhood for numer-
ous acts of charity. Unfortunately, their kind-heartedness 
includes poisoning lonely old men who come looking for 
lodging! The sisters, played by Meg Merckens and Marilyn 
Mays, are assisted by an eccentric nephew who believes 
he is Teddy Roosevelt, played by Rod Kleiss. Rounding 
out the cast is Joe Wiener, Rob Gardner, Josh Busick, Ja-
clyn Johnson, Ed Moersfelder, Bill Perron and Nick Piszc-
zek. Set Design is by Tom Johnson, Costumes by Mary 
Martin, Lighting by Mark Webb, Props by Josh Busick. 

 FESTIVAL FOOTLIGHTS
Volume XIX, Issue 5  October 2008

B e h i n d  t h e  S c e n e s  a t  S t . C r o i x  F e s t i v a l  T h e a t r e

8 8 8 - 8 8 7 - 6 0 0 2www.fest ival theatre.org7 1 5 - 4 8 3 - 3 3 8 7

Robert Robinson
In Concert 

October 18th
7:30 p.m.

He’s back!  With an amazing 
background in gospel, jazz, & 
pop music, Robert Robinson 
captivates audiences with 
his vocal range and moving 
arrangements of songs both 
familiar and new.  Perceived 
in the Twin Cities as the “Pavarotti of Gospel,” Robert 
has provided lead and background vocals on hun-
dreds of projects over the last two decades. 

Tickets are still available, $25 in advance & $30 at the 
door. Call today!

Meg Merckens and Marilyn Mays star as the 
Brewster sisters, serving up some mischief.

Make reservations for your family outing to: 

A Christmas Story
Helping heed the perpetual warning, 

“You’ll shoot your eye out!”
Sponsored by St. Croix Regional Medical Center
Opens November 29th through December 28th 

2:00 Shows: 
November 30, December 
4, 7, 11, 14, 18, 21, 28

7:30 Shows: 
November 29, December 
4, 5, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 
26, 27



Fall Fundraising Campaign Goal set at $50,000

Festival’s annual fall campaign officially begins on October 
1st and we need your help meeting our goal!  During this 
charitable giving season, please consider how important it 
is to have a live, professional performing arts organization 
in northwest Wisconsin.  To reach our goal and balance our 
budget, we must raise $50,000 before the end of the year.  

We know you value Festival Theatre and we’d like to share 
with you some really interesting facts:

•  If every household receiving this newsletter were to com-
mit just 10 cents per day for one year, the annual campaign 
would grow by $43,800!

• If every Flex Pass holder that is not currently a donor 
were to make a commitment of just $50.00 for 2008, the 
annual campaign would grow by $16,250!

• If every person who purchased a single ticket in 2008 (so 
far), but has not yet become a donor were to make a gift 
of $15.00 for 2008, the annual campaign would grow by 
$22,500!

Clearly, our annual campaign is critical to the success of 
Festival Theatre and will allow us to continue producing 
great performances in the St. Croix Valley.  Every gift is 
essential to reaching our goal and if everyone participates 
we will get there easily.  If you like what you see and want 
to make certain that our programs and services continue, 
please make a charitable gift to Festival Theatre during the 
fall fundraising campaign.  Festival Theatre is a 501(c)(3) 
organization – your contributions are tax-deductible.
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2008 Perks Cards will 
expire at the end of 
December, so be sure 
to use your dining card 
in the months ahead!  
We will be partnering 

with local restaurants again 
in 2009, providing another dining card to our 

patrons who purchase their Flex Passes early. 

Holiday Shopping is easy 
with Gift Certificates 
to Festival Theatre

 
Complete your holiday shopping early with tickets 
to one of our December concerts or the hilarious, 

family-friendly play “A Christmas Story” . . . 
or better yet, a Flex Pass for the 
2009 Theatre & Music Series!

 
 Flex Passes can be purchased as either

6-Seat Regular Package at $120 or
10-Seat Regular Package at $185.

They can be used throughout the year or for one 
single performance event. Please consider giving 

the gift of professional theatre this holiday season.

Tip Toe Through the Theatre
Various Teaching Artists 

Ages 5-8, 9-up
Homeschool and afterschool sessions:
Wednesdays, October 22nd - November 19th
Ages 5-8  	 9:30-10:15 or 4:00-5:15
Ages 9-up	 10:45-12:00 or 5:30-6:45
Location:  Festival Theatre
Voice, movement and improvisational activities along 
with some technical theatre and theatre history will exer-
cise acting skills and build appreciation for the art of the 
stage. Price $25.

Oil Portrait Painting
Gloria Adrian, Teaching Artist

For ages 16 to Adult
Tuesdays, November 4, 11,18, 25, December 2, 9 
From 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Adrianna Studios, Cushing, WI
Study the styles of various portrait artists and learn how 
to draw and paint people using photos. Graphing, value 
study, proportions, planes, under-drawing, and under-
painting will be covered, finishing with expressive oil 
paint glazing in the style of the Renaissance painters.  
Bring a photo of yourself or someone else to class (in 
profile or 3/4 view.)  Bring your own supplies or pur-
chase from instructor.  Supply list available upon reg-
istration.  Price $45. Call Arts Education Director Amy 
Klein at 715-483-3387 for more information.




